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cronymsA
Cap-Net   Capacity Network
CGIAR    Consortium Group for International Agricultural Research
ICIMOD   International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
ICRISAT   International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
IIT    Indian Institute of Technology
IWRM    Integrated Water Resources Management
IWMI    International Water Management Institute
NGO    Non Governmental Organisation 
PHED    Public Health Engineering Department
PRI    Panchayati Raj Institutions
PRIA    Society for Participatory Research in Asia
SATHEE   Shibpur Association for Technological Humanitarian and Environmental Endeavours
SAWA    South Asian Water
SBM    Swaccha Bharat Mission
SMC    School Management Committee
SWSM    State Wat er & Sanitation Mission 
TU Delft   Delft University of Technology
UK NEA   United Kingdom National Ecosystem Assessment
UNDP    United Nations Development Programme
UNICEF   United Nations Children’s Fund
VWSC    Village Water and Sanitation Committee
WASH    Water Sanitation and Hygiene
WLE     Water Land and Ecosystems
WQMSP   Water Quality Monitoring and Surveillance Programme

http://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/
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SaciWATERs, South Asia Consortium 
for Interdisciplinary Water Resources 
Studies, was formed as a project on 
the theme “water for food and rural 
development” after the 2000 World 
Water Forum at the Hague and was 
established with the aim of bringing 
a paradigm perspective. Based in 
Hyderabad, India, the consortium 
comprises of accomplished scholars 
and activists from Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. SaciWATERs produces new 
knowledge to address the pressing 
problems in the water sector in South 
Asia through education, research and 
advocacy. It has created a new group 
of professionals and experts through 
its Crossing Boundaries Project which 
aims to contribute to the paradigm 
shift in water resources management 
in South Asia by means of various 
partnership-based programmes for 
capacity building of water professionals 
through higher education, innovative 
and social learning focused research 

(“research with an impact”), knowledge-
based development and networking.

SaciWATERs is a policy research 
institute. Since its inception in 2001, it 
has focused on critical issues related to 
water resources management in South 
Asia. A key endeavour at SaciWATERs 
has been to enhance the dominant water 
resources management paradigm in the 
region with a consideration of all issues 
using a pro-poor human development 
approach. The emphasis is on the 
accumulation of new knowledge through 
a combination of research, capacity 
building, advocacy, partnership and 
knowledge mobilization. 

Accordingly, it partners with universities 
and academic institutions from across 
global north and south to fundamentally 
reshape water resources knowledge 
systems in South Asia. A pro-poor, 
gendered and human development 
perspective, is at the core of             
SaciWATERs’ interdisciplinary approach 

to understand water resource issues. 
It’s solutions-oriented strategy is based 
on a platform of improved exchange, 
interaction and collaboration at a regional 
level.

“Contributing   Towards 
a Water Secure South 
Asia” 

South Asia is endowed with vast water 
resources, yet there seems to be a 
perpetual shortage and uneven water 
distribution. Moreover, global changing 
scenarios such as urbanization and 
climate change are contributing to 
the profound water insecurity. Hence, 
a holistic approach to cater to this 
problem is required. SaciWATERs aims 
to achieve water security in South Asia 
through a pro-poor human development 
approach.

bout SaciWATERsA
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 » Prof. S. Janakarajan (President), Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai, India
 » Dr. Shantha Mohan (Vice-President), Professor at the School of Social Sciences at the National  Institute 

of Advanced Studies (NIAS)
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embers of 
the Board

M
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Dear Readers,

Greetings from SaciWATERs!

I am pleased to introduce the 
Annual Report of SaciWATERs 
for the year 2014-15. I must say 
this year was quite an eventful 
year with many activities. 
My congratulations to the 
SaciWATERs team who could 
accomplish  a lot of research, 
workshops, training programmes 
and publications. I am not going 
to list them all but would like to pin 
point a few important activities for 
the benefit of our readers.

The transnational dialogue 
initiative in the sharing of 
Brahmaputra river water for 
improved water governance is 
one of the important initiatives 
of the organization during the 
year 2014-15. This project has 
been funded by Asia Foundation. 
Basic motivation of this project 

is to influence 
policies related 
to the joint 
m a n a g e m e n t 
of the river water 
in the region. We 
have IIT, Guwahati 
and Institute of Water 
and Flood Management 
(IWFM), Dhaka as lead partners 
in this project. Another interesting 
project that was started during 
this year is titled, Shifting 
Grounds – Urbanizing the Delta 
of the World. This project aims 
to build knowledge and capacity 
among the local actors and 
support a transformative process 
in peri-urban delta communities in 
Bangladesh and India. The study 
sites of the project are Khulna 
in Bangladesh and Kolkata in 
India. Thanks to the Netherlands 
Organization for Scientific 
Research (NWO) who are funding 
this project. 

M o s t 
significant, 

however, are the 
initiatives started under the broad 
theme Climate Change: Over-
populated South Asia being one 
of the most vulnerable regions, 
studies on climate change, water 
and adaptation become more 
central to policy discourses.  In 
this context, partnering with 
CapNet, SaciWATERs started 
a network for South Asia called 
SaciWATERs Cap-Net Network 
(SCaN) in order to provide 
platform for partnership towards 
capacity building in IWRM across 
the South Asia region. I value this 
as a significant step forward in

orewordF
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networking and capacity building for the 
South Asia region in the water sector. 
Essentially funding for this initiative comes 
from Cap-Net UNDP. Another very important 
project that started during this year under 
this broad theme is the Climate Policy, 
Conflicts and Cooperation in Peri-urban 
South Asia: Towards Resilient and Water 
Secure Communities. Basically this project 
aims to evaluate how the climate change 
process interplays with growing urban 
stress. The study sites are the four rapidly 
expanding cities in South Asia – Gurgaon 
and Hyderabad (India), Kathmandu (Nepal), 
Khulna (Bangladesh).  NWO (Netherlands 
Organization for Scientific Research) is 
funding the research with partners including 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (Nepal), Institute of Water and 
Flood Management (Bangladesh), Meta Meta 
(Netherlands).

Gender and water, as always, is our major 
focus.  Under the ongoing SAWA Fellowships 
programme we have been continuing our 
efforts on advocating about the fundamental 
principle of gender equity and empowerment 
not only in gaining access to resources but 
also in claiming responsibility in management 
of the resource. This project is a continuation 
of an earlier project called Crossing 
Boundaries and the second phase which 

is under progress is funded by International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), 
Canada. The most momentous point which 
I would like to highlight is our continuing 
partnership with several institutions in South 
Asia for over seven years for this project. 

Indeed, there are several other important 
projects started or ongoing which I have 
not discussed. In fact, the project on 
Poverty squares and gender circles: 
unraveling agriculture gaps, challenges 
and opportunities in the Eastern Gangetic 
Basin (funded by CGIAR research program 
on WLE) is seemingly very fascinating. The 
other one is the project titled, Citizen’s First 
Campaign on Accountability for Drinking 
Water and Sanitation funded by Water Aid. 
Water Quality Surveillance and Monitoring in 
Rural Telangana is yet another crucial project 
carried out during this year which is also 
funded by Water Aid. 

Lot of efforts and time has been spent in 
organizing several workshops, capacity 
building training programmes both in rural 
and urban areas across South Asia. 

I am glad that we are increasingly realizing the 
fruits of building valuable partnership across 
South Asia. SaciWATERs has grown bigger 
and is more visible across the globe. 

I can say with confidence that the organization 
is more systematic and organized with 
more qualified personnel. Nevertheless, it 
is important at this stage to mention that we 
shall continue to focus our work around the 
broad themes of water policy and governance, 
climate change and adaptation, drinking water 
and sanitation, water resources accounting 
and urban water. And, the issue of gender 
cuts across all the themes. Furthermore, 
our overarching emphasis continues to 
be research, education, capacity building, 
advocacy, partnership and knowledge 
mobilization and sharing.

Friends and colleagues, all these are possible 
only because of the continued trust and 
support to SaciWATERs from several funding 
organizations across globe. In particular, 
IDRC (Canada), Water Aid, UNDP, NWO 
without whose support our continued growth 
would have been impossible. Once more, let 
me take this opportunity to express my sincere 
pleasure and pride in congratulating every 
one of the SaciWATERs family for making this 
year very productive. 

      
Prof S. Janakarajan
President, Executive Board
SaciWATERs
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Dear Readers, 

Greetings from SaciWATERs!

I joined SaciWATERs on 16th July 
2014 as the Executive Director. 
It has been both a challenging 
and eventful year for me to move 
from a purely academic position 
to a position which demands both 
academic and administrative 
inputs. I received immense 
support from the Board members 
as well as from the outgoing 
Executive Director Dr. Anjal 
Prakash. Their constant support 

and encouragement made this 
transition easy for me and today 
I am delighted to present to all of 
you our Annual Report for 2014 
– 2015. This annual report is 
self explanatory and provides a 
snapshot of various activities that 
SaciWATERs took up during the 
course of the year. 

It has been 13 years since 
SaciWATERs established its 
presence in Hyderabad in 2002. 
In the last 13 years, SaciWATERs, 
with its vision to contribute 

towards a water-secure South 
Asia, has been able to spread 
its presence across South Asia 
through various partnership-
based projects. The projects are 
broadly based on six thematic 
areas – Water and Gender, Water 
and Climate Change, Water 
governance, Water economic and 
accounting, WASH and Water 
resource planning and Hydrology. 
SaciWATERs, through several of 
its research projects, has been 
able to generate new knowledge 
to address the pressing problems

xecutive 
Director’s 
Desk

E
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in the water sector in south Asia through 
education, research, advocacy and networking. 

SaciWATERs has 11 ongoing research 
projects supported by both international and 
national donor agencies. These projects are 
designed to enhance the dominant water 
resources management paradigm in the 
region using a pro-poor human development 
approach. It also includes capacity building 
of water professionals across South Asia. 
SaciWATERs partners with universities, 
academic institutions and local NGOs from 
across global north and south, based on the 
project need, to conduct research in South Asia. 
We have also been successful in collaborating 
with different government bodies in the water 
sector across South Asia which has helped us 
to translate our scientific knowledge into policy 
making. 

SaciWATERs has a young and committed team, 
which includes sociologists, geographers, 
hydrologists, GIS experts, economists and 
political scientists. Such a multi-disciplinary 
team is a big asset to the organisation as it 
helps to look at issues concerning water with 
an interdisciplinary lens. This dedicated and 
self-motivated team works across different 
projects to ensure quality and timely delivery 
of project objectives.

We have just launched a new website for 
SaciWATERs with detailed information of all 
the ongoing projects, including the projects 
SaciWATERs has successfully completed.  
The website also includes information 
on upcoming events like workshops, 
conferences, lectures etc. SaciWATERs has 
also recently started a working paper series 
to provide a platform to the interdisciplinary 
water professionals across South Asia to 
disseminate their ongoing research work. 
This provides an opportunity to the young 
researchers in particular, to get their work 
reviewed by eminent scholars in the water 
sector, before it is published online on 
SaciWATERs website.   

The constant support from our donors - IDRC, 
NWO, Water Aid, Asia Foundation, Arghyam, 
Urban Community of Bordeaux, UNICEF, 
CGIAR, UNDP, US Consulate and ICRISAT – 
has played a significant role in SaciWATERs’ 
achievements till date. The diversity of the 
fund that we receive has helped by giving us 
the opportunity to conduct critical research on 
multiple issues related to water across South 
Asia. Our committed finance department 
ensures that we are fully accountable for the 
generous financial support that we receive 
from our donors. I would like to thank all our 
donors for their kind support and I believe 

that your continuous support will help us to 
develop an ambitious expansion plan in the 
near future.
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our partners across South Asia for 
partnering with us in conducting research work 
in their respective countries. I am grateful to 
the members of the Governing Board, for their 
support, timely advice and encouragement 
which helped the entire SaciWATERs team 
to work with an independent mind. This is 
also an opportune time for me to thank all my 
fellow colleagues at SaciWATERs who have 
been a constant source of support to me. I am 
grateful to all of them! 
 
       
Dr Anamika Barua,     
Executive Director,     
SaciWATERs
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T
SaciWATERs currently works within six broad 
themes– 

 » Water Policy & Governance, 
 » Climate Change & Water
 » Water & Gender, 
 » Water, Sanitation, & Hygiene
 » Water Resource Planning & Hydrology
 » Water Resource Economics And 

Accounting 
Within the existing six themes, SaciWATERs 
designs, supports and implements integrated 
water resource management research 
projects to bridge the gap between science, 
policy, and practice. These themes have 
emphasis on five focus areas – research, 
education, capacity building, advocacy, 
partnership and knowledge mobilization.

hemes and 
Focus Areas
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OVERVIEW OF THE 
PROJECTS

Ongoing and Completed Projects 
in the year 2014-15
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Water systems are typically complex, with the 
relationship between water and development 
being particularly dynamic. In this context, 
conflict is increasingly determining the 
interactions between water policy and 
governance. Working in partnership, 
SaciWATERs focuses on the characteristics 
of water institutions in South Asia while 
evaluating their influence on reform processes; 
studies disputes over divergent water uses; 
and assesses the impact of salient actors in 
promoting or obstructing institutional change. 

Water 
Policy and 
Governance

Thematic Area  1
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Brahmaputra basin is one of the most 
critical transboundary river systems. 
The basin with its rich biodiversity has a 
huge potential for irrigation development, 
livelihood opportunities, hydropower 
generation and other operations such as 
navigation. Inspite of its transboundary 
nature, development largely remained 
country specific, clouded with deep-seated 
historical distrust, political tensions, and 
histories of armed conflict. Need for a 
dialogue and discussion across multiple 
stakeholders was strongly felt for the 
survival of the Brahmaputra river system. 
Such thinking brought funding agencies 
and researchers together to unpack the 
trajectories of effective co-management 
of Brahmaputra River. The project 

titled “Transboundary Policy Dialogue 
for Improved Water Governance in 
Brahmaputra River” is one such initiative 
by SaciWATERs that aimed to create a 
platform to discuss the issues, challenges, 
and opportunities towards improved co-
management of the river basin.The project 
was initiated by a group of researchers 
from India and Bangladesh, supported 
by the Asia Foundation and facilitated by 
SaciWATERs.  The project started in 2013 
as a bilateral dialogue initiative between 
India and Bangladesh and later it became 
a multilateral dialogue by bringing in 
China and Bhutan. Efforts were made 
to clearly strategize the ways to involve 
multiple stakeholders into this process. 
The aims of this initiative are three fold; 

first, to have a shared understanding of 
the issues and challenges plaguing the 
basin from published articles and reports; 
second, to conduct stakeholder analysis 
towards improved understanding of the 
power dynamics, negotiation process and 
third, to create a platform for dialogue 
towards effective co-management of the 
Brahmaputra basin.

Project Duration: 
April 2013 to August 2015

1
Transnational Policy Dialogue for Improved 
Water Governance of the Brahmaputra River
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The project aims to build knowledge and 
capacity among the local actors and support 
a transformative process in peri-urban 
delta communities in Bangladesh and India 
towards a pro-poor, sustainable and equitable 
management of groundwater resources 
with due consideration of socio-economic 
parameters such as caste, class and 
gender. This will be based on an improved 
understanding of the dynamic interplay 
between local livelihoods, the groundwater 
resource base, formal and informal 
institutions and links with the two study sites 
in Khulna (Bangladesh) and Kolkata (India). 
The two cities would provide a good basis 
for institutional comparison, being part of the 
same Ganges delta system, yet located in 
different countries. 

It is expected that a high quality research on 
the emerging issues of peri-urban institutions 
for groundwater management is linked to 
a structure process that will support actors’ 
negotiations and strengthen the capacities 
of local actors. Participatory monitoring and 
evaluation of project interventions will be used 
to ensure learning for both science and policy-
making. NWO (Netherlands Organization for 
Scientific Research) is funding the research 
with partners including Institute of Water and 
Flood Management (Bangladesh), and Both 
Ends (Netherlands).

Project Duration:
October 2014 to September 2018

2
Shifting Grounds - Urbanizing 
the Delta of the World
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The provision of basic amenities like water 
supply for Hyderabad’s growing population 
has been particularly affected in the newly 
developing areas beyond the city’s municipal 
boundaries. Piped municipal water supply is 
often sporadic and inadequate, resulting in a 
widening demand-supply gap. Informal water 
markets, particularly private tankers, play 
a crucial role in filling such gaps. However, 
most of these water trucks or tankers use 
groundwater as their major source of water. 
They have a well-structured institutional nexus 
of illegal suppliers and operators. Moreover, 
tanker-supplied water has tradeoffs that tend 

to be ignored: energy costs associated with 
such an inefficient system of transporting 
bulk water; the health and social costs of the 
high number of road traffic accidents caused 
by these tankers; and the impact of their 
groundwater abstraction on other water users 
in peri-urban areas. Despite the critical nature 
of this issue, little is known or documented 
about this rapidly growing informal tanker 
market, particularly in peri-urban Hyderabad.

The aim of this project is to understand the 
demand and supply sources of water in the 
peripheries of Hyderabad, how informal 

markets like tankers contribute to the overall 
water security in peri urban Hyderabad and to 
identify institutional or regulatory mechanism 
needed to mainstream private tanker operators 
into public operations with improved quality, 
pricing and outreach.The project is funded 
by Bordeaux Urban Community, France and 
Arghyam, Bangalore

Project Duration: 
October 2014 to April 2017

3
A Study of  Water Tanker Market in Peri Urban 
Hyderabad

UNDERSTANDING THE MAGNITUDE OF THE TANKERS BASED ECONOMY AND ITS 
IMPLICATIONS ON WATER RESOURCES
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The International WaTERS Research and 
Training Network (Water-related Training, 
Education and Research in the global South) 
addresses ongoing water governance and 
security challenges, with focus on the global 
South. Our work includes three pilot project 
sites; Lima (Peru), Bangalore (India) and Cape 
Town (South Africa) and involves researchers 
and practitioners from around the world. 
The International WaTERS is a partnership 
with a multi-faceted approach: promoting 
collaborative and comparative research on 
urban water resilience, with specific focus on 
rural-urban linkages and institutional, social 
and equity dimensions; fostering knowledge 
mobilization through academic and policy 
dialogue in our network and beyond; and 
building an extensive network of expertise 
available to enrich capacity and graduate 

training at partner institutions.

Our network partners bring a wealth of 
experience with successful interdisciplinary 
research and graduate training projects; 
collaborative work with international and 
cross-sector partnerships; extensive training 
and capacity development for research on 
water issues; and networks of colleagues in 
academic, public and nonprofit institutions.

4
International WaTERS Research 
and Training Network
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Climate change events in the region, coupled 
with population growth, are degrading 
natural resources while making South Asia   
particularly vulnerable to conflict. As climate 
change impacts finely balanced social, 
economic and ecological systems adversely, 
ripple effects are already being felt in terms of 
negative pressures on food security, livelihood 
security and energy security. Acknowledging 
this, SaciWATERs works to transform existing 
paradigms in natural resource management, 
simultaneously considering climate change 
mitigation and adaptation with food, energy 
and livelihood optimization strategies. 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
AND 
WATER

Thematic Area  2
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The SaciWATERs Cap-Net Network (SCaN) 
is a platform for partnership towards capacity 
building in Integrated Water Resources 
Management (IWRM) across the South 
Asia region. It comprises of autonomous 
regional and national institutions and 
individuals committed to capacity building 
in the water sector.The SaciWATERs joined 
the Cap-Net Global Network in 2009 as one 
of its South Asian networks to create the 
SaciWATERs Cap-Net Network (SCaN). The 
Cap-Net is a UNDP’s international project 
addressing capacity building for sustainable 
management and development of water 
resources. It is made up of a partnership 
of autonomous international, regional and 
national institutions and networks committed 
to capacity development in the water sector. 

The SCaN aims to provide a platform for 
working in partnership towards strengthening 
the human and institutional capacity in IWRM 
across South Asia. 

‘SCaN involves through capacity building 
of professionals, community members, 
government officials, representatives of 
decentralized institutions on issues of 
gender, governance, sustainable water 
resource management, and climate change 
as a major driver of change in the framework 
of IWRM. It develops training modules/
manuals for education and capacity building 
and supports educational training programs 
and fellowships for young professionals to 
promote interdisciplinary approach on water 
discourses. SaciWATERs hosts the network 

and acts as its legal, administrative and 
financial umbrella. The project is supported 
by UNDP Cap-Net.’

Project Duration: 
January to December 2015

1
SaciWATERs - CapNet Network (SCaN) 



17

A consortium of north-south institutions 
brings together experience, skills and 
know-how in research, capacity-building 
and knowledge generation in its project 
Climate Policy, Conflicts and Cooperation 
in Peri-Urban South Asia: Towards 
Resilient and Water Secure Communities. 
This collaborative endeavour, spanning 
across four years and four cities (Khulna 
in Bangladesh, Kathmandu in Nepal, 
and Gurgaon and Hyderabad in India), 
seeks to fill two major knowledge gaps by 
researching: How urbanization and climate 
change interact in inducing water insecurity 
in specific settings, creating potential for 

conflict or even cooperation?, how current 
water, climate change and other relevant 
policies influence the potential for water - 
related cooperation and conflict?

The project evaluates how the processes of 
climate change and urbanization are creating 
growing problems of water insecurity in 
the peri-urban areas of these four rapidly 
expanding cities. It seeks to improve mutual 
learning, strengthen institutional and 
community capacities to optimally manage 
water insecurity, and bolster resilience. 
It also aims to support and empower 
communities to effectively use, manage 

and govern their water resources against 
a backdrop of water insecurity caused 
by the dual impact of climate change and 
urbanization.

Project Duration: 
January 2014 to December 2017

2
Climate Policy, Conflicts and Cooperation in 
Peri-urban South Asia: Towards Resilient and 
Water Secure Communities
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The fundamental role of women in the 
communal and household management of 
water resources is now widely accepted. 
However, unequal access to and control 
over these resources remains a continuing 
dilemma. SaciWATERs endorses a better 
understanding of the complex issues 
underpinning water and gender, with the 
aim of improving women’s access and 
choices related to water. 

WATER
AND 
GENDER

Thematic Area  3
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South Asia’s agricultural economies are 
vulnerable to extreme environmental 
events. Better management of water and 
other natural resources is fundamental to 
the development of the region. Climate 
variability and change, food insecurity, 
population growth and urbanization have 
intensified environmental disasters in the 
recent past. Poor land and water resource 
allocation, utilization and pollution have 
robbed the poor, particularly women, of 
livelihood and dignity. Such broad, yet 
closely linked issues can only be effectively 
tackled through a holistic interdisciplinary 
approach. The IDRC-SAWA Fellowships 
seeks to address these issues, by providing 
the opportunity to train a generation of 
water professionals to tackle water issues 
using multi-disciplinary approaches that are 

sensitive to women, the poor, environment 
and sustainability.

This project continues to be a part of an 
earlier project coordinated by SaciWATERs 
namely the Crossing Boundaries project. 

This project is funded by the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), 
Canada and is implemented by SaciWATERs 
and its four partner institutions, namely.

 » Institute of Water and Flood 
Management (IWFM) of the 
Bangladesh University of Engineering 
and Technology (BUET), Dhaka, 
Bangladesh

 » Center for Water Resources (CWR), 
Anna University, Chennai, India

 » Center for Post Graduate Studies, 
Nepal Engineering College (NEC), 
Kathmandu, Nepal

 » Post Graduate Institute of Agriculture 
(PGIA), University of Peradeniya, , Sri 
Lanka

Project Duration:
December 2012 to December 2017

1
South Asian Water (SAWA) Fellowship
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A persistent poverty in the land corridor 
connecting Nepal Terai, Eastern India and 
Bangladesh is accentuated by inequalities 
based on class, caste, ethnicity and gender. 
The region infamously known as South Asia’s 
poverty square, home to around 600 million of 
the world’s poorest people is characterised by 
tiny landholdings, widespread landlessness, 
poor investments and infrastructure. Recent 
studies indicate new agrarian crises, in 
particular a ‘feminization of agriculture’: a 
growing out-migration of a young generation 
of men from these poorly performing 
agrarian economies leaving behind women, 
who traditionally have restricted access to 
productive assets, services, infrastructure, 

institutions and markets to manage emerging 
productive [as well as their traditionally 
reproductive] responsibilities. Taking the 
above ground realities into account, the 
research project comprises of three inter-linked 
activities viz. comparative research, capacity 
building and outreach which collaboratively 
aim to reduce gender inequalities in the 
face of evolving governance, economic and 
environmental changes. The project is funded 
by CGIAR (Consortium Group for International 
Agricultural Research) research program 
on WLE (Water, Land and Ecosystems) 
and led by Water Resources Management 
Group, Wageningen University and Research 
Centre (WUR). Consortium partners 

include International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI), Nepal Madhesh Foundation 
(NEMAF); North Bengal University (NBU); 
South Asia Consortium for Interdisciplinary 
Water Resources Studies (SaciWATERS); 
Interdisciplinary Centre for Food Security 
(ICF) at Bangladesh Agricultural University 
(BAU).

Project Duration: 
January 2015 to December 2016

2
Poverty squares and gender circles: Unraveling 
agriculture gaps, challenges and opportunities in 
the Eastern Gangetic Basin
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Despite massive interventions, basic 
access to safe drinking water and effective, 
equitable and sustainable delivery of 
sanitation remains a major challenge 
throughout most of South Asia. Initiatives at 
both the policy and institutional levels have 
fallen far short of meeting these critical 
needs in the region’s eight countries. The 
lack of independent studies on a sufficiently 
representative scale is further exacerbating 
the problem of correctly assessing ground 
realities. Recognizing the importance of 
the issue, SaciWATERs is developing an 
inclusive, cross-sectoral strategy. 

WATER
SANITATION
& HYGIENE

Thematic Area  4
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‘The Citizen First Campaign for Water 
Supply and Sanitation Accountability 
(WATSAN) project (2013-15) implemented 
in partnership with Society for Participatory 
Development and WaterAid aims in building 
capacity and promoting behavioural change 
within communities along with increasing 
the collective strength through Basti 
Vikas Manch (BVM) (“Slum Development 
Platform”). The BVM is a citizen’s platform 
to monitor water sanitation and hygiene 
situation and interface with government to 
resolve the WASH problems. This platform 
brings in greater transparency and public 
participation in government decision-making 
processes and the support of research and 
data analysis coupled with advocacy tools 
generates the concept of CITIZEN FIRST. 

BVM has been established across 46 slums 
in Hyderabad and developed capacities of 
the community members to demand their 
WASH rights. Successfully, the community 
members have lobbied with government 
functionaries to change drinking water 
pipelines, promoted WASH in government 
schools, established SMCs, and installed 
segregated waste management systems. 
Through these processes it is observed that 
collective action by communities has been 
proved to be the most viable mechanism 
to minimize the gaps existing between 
services and their delivery. The successful 
completion of creating the community 
platform of BVM provides impetus to further 
upscale the initiative as a means to pave the 
pathway of sustainable change in behavior. 

The project is supported by Water Aid. 

Project Duration: 
August 2013 to March 2018

1
Citizen’s First Campaign on Accountability for 
Drinking Water and Sanitation
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SaciWATERs as a research institute 
implements a development project on water 
supply and sanitation in partnership with 
the State Government of Telangana and 
WaterAid. The Water Quality Surveillance and 
Monitoring in Rural Telangana project aims to 
improve the rural drinking water by identifying 
implementation gaps in the National Rural 
Drinking Water Project and revive the defunct 
village level drinking water institutions in 
Nizamabad District of Telangana State. The 
project addresses these gaps at three levels – 
(district/local) community and local institutions, 
(state) Water Quality Testing Laboratories and 
(national) at policy and administration. 

The Project implemented from July 2014 
assessed the entire Telangana State Water 

Quality laboratories and carried out baseline 
survey for capacity building of the community 
and government officials. Field verification 
exercises were carried out using state 
infrastructure to understand the gaps in water 
quality testing and reporting. SaciWATERs 
developed training modules on WASH 
and SBM, carried out WASH awareness 
programs/campaigns across 16 villages in 
Nizamabad. Roof water Harvesting Structure 
was constructed for provision of drinking water 
at village school and recharge of traditional 
bore wells with the support and contribution 
from community and the village school 
authorities. The program trained water quality 
laboratory officials and community members 
on PRIs, water governance and roles and 
responsibilities of VWSC (Village Water and 

Sanitation Committee). The project is funded 
by Water Aid.

Project Duration: 
June 2014 to March 2017

2
Water Quality Surveillance & 
Monitoring in Rural Telangana
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Arsenic contamination of groundwater 
started to gain importance as a major water 
quality issue only recently. It became a topic 
of discussion in the water sector after a 
number of areas from different parts of the 
world started reporting groundwater arsenic 
contamination. More than 20 countries from 
different parts of the world have reported of 
groundwater arsenic contamination (Bordoloi, 
2012). With constantly increasing number of 
occurrences – especially in the South Asian 
region – it is now recognized as a major public 
health concern affecting large number of 
people around the world. 

Arsenic Knowledge and Action Network aims 
to drive knowledge sharing and problem 

solving by collaborative action in the water 
sector. It lends itself to arsenic mitigation 
efforts of provincial governments and civil 
society groups by aiding them in developing 
appropriate solution and response to drinking 
water quality problems of their respective 
geographies. The mandate of this network is 
bringing together knowledge and action driven 
by a dynamic network of partner organizations 
and individual members, sharing a common 
vision of bringing systematic and structural 
changes in arsenic mitigation strategies 
across India.

The network partners with academicians, 
researchers, government and non-
government sector agencies who are working 

on water quality issues in different states such 
as Assam, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 
Karnataka, etc. This project is funded by 
Arghyam, Bangalore.

Project Duration: 
March 2013 to February 2018

3
Arsenic Knowledge 
and Action Network
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EVENTS UNDER 
PROJECTS
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Excerpt

Inception meeting of the project  “Shifting 
Grounds: Institutional transformation, 
enhancing knowledge and capacity to manage 
groundwater security in Peri-urban Ganges 
delta systems” was organized on 16th October 
2014 at Hotel Lindsay, Kolkata. The objective 
of the meeting was to generate insights on 
the groundwater management challenges in 
the peri-urban delta city of Kolkata through 
deliberation with bureaucrats, technocrats, 
academicians, researchers and civil society 
groups. By presenting the scope, objectives, 
research framework and case study sites across 
diverse stakeholders the meeting aimed to 
engage with local research and generate inputs 
for action interventions to support institutional 
transformation for sustainable, equitable and 
pro-poor groundwater management. The 
meeting was attended by the consortium 
members from the Netherlands, Bangladesh 
and India along with experts working in the 
field of groundwater management in West 
Bengal. 

EVENT THEME: RESEARCH

Shifting Grounds: 
Inception Meeting 

Event 1
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Excerpt

The second IDRC-SAWA regional training 
programme ‘Regional South Asia Water (SAWA) 
Fellows Training on Interdisciplinary Research 
Methods’ was held at Dhaka, Bangladesh from 
December 18 – 22, 2014.

The training programme targeted the twenty 
recipients of the IDRC- SAWA fellowships from 
four institutions. The objective of the training 
was to acquaint the participants with the 
qualitative and quantitative research methods. 
The workshop content covered the overview 
of IWRM across South Asia, gender and 
water, qualitative and quantitative research 
methods; followed by field visit. The sessions 
were interactive in nature. Participants got 
the chance to apply classroom learning in the 
field, with field trip during the programme, to 
Narayanganj- Narshinghdi Irrigation project 
in the peri urban area of Dhaka. Students 
conducted FGDs, key person interviews and 
household surveys based on the topic assigned 
to each group.
.

EVENT THEME: EDUCATION

The second IDRC-SAWA 
Regional Training Programme on 
Interdisciplinary Research Methods

Event 2
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Excerpt

The training conducted in partnership with 
Utthan and Arghyam aimed to raise participants’ 
conceptual understanding of inclusive, equitable, 
gender and justice issues within water based 
livelihoods as well as to obtain the skills and 
practical knowledge to translate these concepts 
into action. The five-day training was organized 
from 23rd to 27th April 2014 in Gujarat, 
India. The training included seven modules; 
Understanding Gender Equality and Social 
Justice, Equity, Sustainability, and Democratic 
Participation in the context of water, Appropriate 
Technology for Livelihood Security, Common 
Property Resources in the context of livelihoods, 
Institution Building, Framework Development 
Session, Project Management and Indicators 
for Inclusive Development and Field Visits. The 
training designed to bridge these gaps at both 
theoretical and practical levels to utilize these 
skills at work and within organizational structures. 
The participants were from India, Nepal and 
Bangladesh.

EVENT THEME: CAPACITY BUILDING

Training on inclusive gender justice 
approaches in water based 
livelihoods in partnership 
with Utthan, and Arghyam. 

Event 3
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Excerpt

Institute for Rural Development and Planning 
(IRDP), Odisha, SCAN and Cap-Net UNDP 
organized two days capacity building training     
over nine batches with a total of 230 PRIs 
members as participants. The training was 
conducted in Kendrapara, Odisha. The aim of the 
training program was to accelerate sanitation 
coverage in rural areas to achieve the vision of 
Nirmal Bharat by 2022. The training encouraged 
communities and PRIs to promote sustainable 
sanitation facilities through creating awareness 
and health education using cost effective 
technologies. The participants were exposed to 
different low-cost technologies through exposure 
visits and mapping issues and problems of 
drinking water and sanitation at village level. 
The PRI members proposed several solutions 
as action-plans for their respective villages. The 
training programs were conducted in November 
2014.

EVENT THEME: CAPACITY BUILDING

Capacity Building for 
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) 
Members on Water and Sanitation

Event 4
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Excerpt

Kalajtha Show (Street Plays) as traditional folk 
media (Kalajtha) of Telangana was used to 
generate awareness on Health and Hygiene 
across 16 villages in Nizamabad district between 
December 2014 to January 2015. The Kalajtha 
focused to increase knowledge and awareness 
about safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene 
related issues. Using the folk songs called the 
Pallesuddulukariyakram, street plays were 
performed. The overarching theme in all the 
plays was “We and our Health”. After each show, 
an interactive session was conducted with the 
community  including men, women , youth groups 
and children to understand hygiene and impacts 
of poor water quality, and suggest measures to 
strengthen the WASH messages.

EVENT THEME: CAPACITY BUILDING

Community Training Programmes: 
Kalajtha Show (Street Plays)

Event 5
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Excerpt

Training on “Water Quality and Sanitation 
for Better Health” was conducted with the 
Telangana State Laboratory Officials in 
partnership with Telangana State Water and 
Sanitation Mission. A total of 90 lab officials 
participated over two days training on 23rd 
and 24th of February 2015. The purpose of the 
training was to sensitize the lab officials on 
basic principles and guidelines of the WQMSP, 
Swaccha Bharat Mission (SBM) and to increase 
their knowledge on consuming poor water 
quality and its impacts on health. Impacts of 
fluorosis on human health were discussed in 
addition to the measures lab officials could take 
under SBM to strengthen water quality through 
bacteriological contamination.

Participants suggested developing a training 
module on skill enhancement and holistic 
understanding of water and sanitation.

EVENT THEME: CAPACITY BUILDING

Training on Water Quality and 
Sanitation for Better Health

Event 6
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Excerpt

Water related diseases like Fluorosis and 
Arsenicosis are much neglected subjects within 
general medical curriculum. As a result of this, 
trained health practitioners who can detect these 
diseases and offer counselling to patients are very 
few. Taking this into account, the two networks         
on Fluoride and Arsenic came together to 
conduct a training for Medical Practitioners on 
12th March, 2015 at Institute of  Health and Family 
Welfare, Guwahati.

It brought two eminent doctors who have worked 
on these diseases for decades. Dr Raja Reddy 
a renowned neurosurgeon from Hyderabad 
having practiced at Apollo hospitals, NIMS and 
other reputed institutions. He has been one of 
the foremost experts on Skeletal Fluorosis in the 
country. Dr. Kunal Kanti Majumdar, from Kolkata, 
has been one of the foremost Arsenicosis experts 
having practiced at KPC Medical College and 
Hospital, Kolkata. This day-long program was 
attended by over 60 participants including 
doctors, public health practitioners, government 
officials and other interested individuals.’

EVENT THEME: CAPACITY BUILDING

Medical Practitioners’ Training on 
Arsenicosis And Fluorosis

Event 7
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Excerpt

Assam is troubled by multiple water quality            
related problems. What’s been missing in Assam, 
as far as initiatives on water quality are concerned 
particularly those that affect rural people is well 
thought out messages going out clearly to policy 
makers on what needs to be done. Looking at 
this need and in an attempt to make a beginning 
towards converging knowledge, experiences 
and activities; the Arsenic Knowledge and 
Action Network and the Fluoride Knowledge 
and Action Network converged to organize 
a Civil Society Consultation meeting on 10th 
March, 2015 at Guwahati, Assam. 

The idea of a resource centre on water quality 
came to the forefront during discussions. 
There were people from all fields; academia, 
researchers, NGO’s, media and students. 
People who came shared their own unique 
perspectives on what they felt could be done. 
 

EVENT THEME: CAPACITY BUILDING

Civil Society Consultation Meet 
on Water Quality Issues in Assam

Event 8
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Excerpt

The Arsenic Knowledge and Action Network 
organized a roundtable at IIT- Guwahati on 5th Sept, 
2014 to act as a common platform for information 
and knowledge sharing among people from 
various forums, institutions, organizations and 
government bodies working on water quality 
issues, with focus on arsenic contamination. 

The idea was to arrive at an indicative plan of action 
for arsenic mitigation in Assam that would identify 
gaps in the present strategy and aim to plug them 
through research, knowledge curation, and action 
interventions. The roundtable was attended by 26 
participants from 17 organizations and to a large 
extent, the stated objectives were achieved. A 
plan of action for Assam was formulated at the 
conclusion with activities till March 2015.

EVENT THEME: ADVOCACY

Arsenic Roundtable in Assam

Event 9
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Excerpt

The Arsenic Knowledge and Action Network 
together with Eco Concept organized an 
informal discussion on arsenic mitigation 
at the Department of Chemical Sciences, 
Tezpur University on 13th October, 2014. This 
informal Discussion Series was born out of 
the deliberations and suggestions that came 
out during the Arsenic Assam Roundtable 
organised at IIT- Guwahati in early September. 

The idea behind the discussion was to create 
a platform to exchange knowledge among 
researchers, professors and practitioners 
representing different organizations towards 
addressing and identifying the problem of 
arsenic contamination and mitigation in Assam.

This was the first in a series of workshops 
aimed at bringing out knowledge from local 
nerve centres in Assam towards a two pronged 
objective to bring out voices of those who are 
not in the so called ‘mainstream’ of arsenic 
mitigation but have done remarkable work, 
contribute to the upcoming data knowledge 
archive on arsenic and to plan activities based 
on the existing knowledge.

EVENT THEME: ADVOCACY

Discussion Series on Arsenic 
Mitigation in Tezpur, Assam

Event 10
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Excerpt

The Arsenic Network supported a seminar 
held at Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, 
West Bengal from 29-30 December, 2014 which 
was conducted by Sripat Singh College in 
collaboration with University of Kalyani, Nadia, 
West Bengal. 

The Arsenic Network supported this seminar 
with the hope of bringing experts from 
across the world together under one roof and 
initiating an interaction which would result in 
collaborations to tackle the issues at hand.   The 
idea was also about making a collaborative 
effort in understanding technologies for arsenic 
mitigation and also about sociological challenges 
in making these technologies sustainable in the 
field.

To an extent, the network was able to identify 
scientists who have been working  extensively 
since more than a decade collecting critical 
data from the affected area and are willing to 
share the same in the hope of coming out with 
communication material that might bring about 
better understanding of the issue among the 
affected communities.

EVENT THEME: ADVOCACY

International Seminar on 
Groundwater: Issues & Challenges 
of the 21st Century

Event 1 1
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Excerpt

The Arsenic Knowledge and Action Network, 
the Forum for Policy Dialogue on Water 
Conflicts in India (Forum), WaterAid India, and 
Megh Pyne Abhiyan came together to organize 
a regional workshop on the Right to Water and 
Sanitation (RtWS) in Patna on 21-22 January, 
2015. 

This workshop was part of a series of state/ 
regional workshops organized by the Forum, a 
part of a Right to Water and Sanitation (RtWS) 
Campaign, which is an initiative to make the 
Right a constitutional guarantee and bring it 
under a legal framework. 

The following were decided in the meeting to 
be initiated in the coming months in Bihar: 

a. Discussion forums
b. Documentation of stories from the ground to 

feed into a compendium of case studies
c. Identifying alternate methods of arsenic 

mitigation and exploring traditional methods 
of water use as a probable solution.

EVENT THEME: ADVOCACY

Regional Workshop on Right to 
Water and Sanitation

Event 12
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Excerpt

Taking forward a dialogue on co- management of 
the Brahmaputra River, a workshop was organized 
in Delhi to bring together the states of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Assam along with national players 
in India. The meeting was conducted on 22nd 
January, 2015 in New Delhi.

The purpose of this dialogue meeting was to bring 
together the key players on the same platform to 
ensure vertical integration of voices and interests 
of policy makers at State and National level. 

The workshop sought to address the following 
key questions: 

a. What are the issues and challenges that states 
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh face towards 
effective co-management of the Brahmaputra 
River?

b. What are the challenges and opportunities in 
creating an enabling environment for dialogue 
amongst state partners?

c. What role and strategies can the central 
government play to provide the impetus on 
the centre-state dialogue for the management 
of the Brahmaputra River Basin?

EVENT THEME: ADVOCACY

National Level Policy Dialogue on 
the Management of Brahmaputra 
River Basin

Event 13
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Excerpt

As the United Nations celebrated World 
Water Day on March 22, 2015 across the 
globe, at Hyderabad, SaciWATERs jointly 
with WaterAid and the Telangana State 
Water and Sanitation Mission organized 
State and District Level Consultation 
Meeting. The goal of the meeting was to 
familiarise the government officials from 
the District and State level about the Water 
Quality Project and the collaboration 
between the SWSM (Govt. of Telangana), 
SaciWATERs and WaterAid. The event 
presented a wider platform to understand 
the situation of water quality across rural 
areas of Telangana at three levels: the end 
user/community level, the institutional 
level and the policy/decision making 
level. In addition to highlighting situations 
and lessons from the first year of the Water 
Quality Project, there was a discussion on 
the emerging trends within Urban and Peri-
urban areas of Telangana State particularly 
Hyderabad and its water security issues. 

EVENT THEME: ADVOCACY

World Water Day: Water in the 
21st Century

Event 14
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Excerpt

The Arsenic Network and Eco Concept 
collaborated with CSIR-NEIST (North East 
Institute of Science and Technology) at Jorhat 
to organize a discussion on arsenic mitigation 
on 28th November 2014. The objective of this 
discussion was to create a platform for exchange 
of ideas and knowledge of various sectors 
towards addressing the problem of arsenic 
contamination in Assam.

The discussion was second in the Informal 
Discussion Series of workshops in Assam aimed 
at bringing out local voices. This is aimed at 
those who have worked in generating knowledge 
on arsenic or its mitigation, contribute to the 
upcoming data knowledge archive on aresenic 
and to plan activities based on the existing 
knowledge.

EVENT THEME: Partnership and Knowledge mobilization

Discussion Series on Arsenic 
Mitigation in Jorhat, Assam

Event 15
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Excerpt

Basthi Vikas Manch (BVM) partnered with 
an expert to install a sustainable solid waste 
management system in August 2014 at Banjara 
Basthi in Hyderabad. Prior to that there was 
no proper system for solid waste collection 
and disposal and the community dumped 
their waste in a nearby lake. The Ex-Municipal 
Commissioner of Warangal donated a tricycle 
for waste collection. The community members 
in the slum operate and maintain the tricycle 
and ensure regular collection of waste and 
its safe disposal. This sustainable model has 
generated employment for the waste collector 
who collects a user-fee from each household 
and sells the recyclable waste in the local 
market. This model was also adopted by 
nearby slums.

EVENT THEME: IMPLEMENTATION

Installation of Segregated 
Waste Management System

Event 16
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Excerpt

An unprotected drain/nalla in Banjara Basthi 
was like a death trap to the inhabitants. The 
nalla was open, stinking, with heavy water 
flow. Some children lost their lives after falling 
in to the drain. Greater Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC) sanctioned Rs 8.4 lakhs 
in December 2014 to construct the wall around 
the open drain and fenced the entire drainage 
system. The BVM members persistently 
lobbied with the government to fence the 
nalla. Basthi members have now stopped open 
defecation and cases of water borne diseases 
have lessened.

EVENT THEME: IMPLEMENTATION

Fencing Open Drainage (Naala)

Event 17
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In THE MEDIA
(NEWSPAPER 
CLIPPINGS)



44



45



46



47



48



49

NEWSLETTERS 
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The second volume of Arsenic Knowledge and 
Action Network Newsletter came out in May, 2014. 
In this volume the newsletter reported on the 
Network’s visits and meetings in Assam conducted 
for taking the Network further. These meetings were 
held towards the end of 2013. The volume discusses 
about the meetings the Network have had with the 
PHED and Health Departments in Assam and about 
the interactions we have had with the academic 
circles there. The volume also included contributions 
from Aditi Mukherjee (ICIMOD, Kathmandu) and 
Nari Senanayake (IWMI, Colombo) where they 
reviewed 34 papers that explore the interventions 
aimed at reducing the negative impact of irrigating 
with Arsenic rich water. There was also contribution 
from Alok Kumar Yadav, a student from the Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences who worked under 
the guidance of Prof. Anirban Gupta from Indian 
Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, 
Shibpur. Alok gave a brief account of the AMAL 
Arsenic Removal Units (ARUs) in West Bengal and 
mentioned its strengths and the challenges they 
faced.
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In the third volume of Arsenic Knowledge and 
Action Network Newsletterwhich came out in 
November, 2014, the Newsletter brought out a story 
of Sahibganj in Jharkhand where the people had 
taken charge of their own surrounding environment 
and its conservation. They had empowered 
themselves with the knowledge on water quality 
testing and analyses. They had further built on this 
knowledge to develop water security plans for 
their localities. The efforts made in Sahibganj along 
with some challenges they faced in this process 
were shared by Dr. Alok Pandey from Participatory 
Research in Asia (PRIA), Delhi.  Further Prof. Arvind 
Susarla from University of Hyderabad briefly 
examined how the media plays an important role 
in shaping communities’ perceptions of risk and 
its influence on communities’ understanding and 
responses. The volume also reported on an informal 
discussion held in Tezpur University, Assam about 
knowledge sharing on Arsenic.
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Basthi Vikas Manch bi-annual newsletter aims 
to create awareness about the initiatives of the 
community-based association (Basthi Vikas Manch) 
across the slums of Hyderabad, by spreading the 
message of Water, Sanitation, Health and Hygiene 
and advocating the rights of slums to access civic 
facilities such as road, pipeline drinking water 
supply, toilet, sewage system, garbage collection 
and among others.
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Publications 
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WOMEN WATER PROFESSIONALS

This book is the first to profile women from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka’ at the grassroots and with NGOs, women activists, journalists, administrators, 
scientists, academics, action-researchers - who have faced challenges related to 
water with courage and determination. Complementing the 32 women’s voices is data 
compiled from an analysis of the situation of women water professionals in the region. 
Written in an engaging manner, this book will be of interest both to the general reader 
and to academics and practitioners in water management and gender/women’s 
studies.The case study of Basthi Vikas Manch as a citizen’s forum was selected.

WATER RESOURCES POLICIES IN SOUTH ASIA

This book argues for an integrated framework in formulating and implementing water 
policies in South Asia. It also highlights some common missing links in the national 
policies: problems of techno-centric and blueprint approach to water management, 
growing influence of international donor agencies and inadequate concern for issues 
such as equity, sustainability, gender sensitivity, accountability, regional diversity in 
property rights regimes and water management practices, and regional conflicts 
over water access.
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WATER IN INDIA: SITUATION AND PROSPECTS

This report attempts to provide a comprehensive analysis of the state of water 
resource development and management in India, based on secondary information 
and consultations with leading experts, government officials, academicians, activists 
and grassroot workers. It maps current challenges and suggests feasible alternatives 
amidst increasing water scarcity and disenfranchisement of resource bases for the 
poor and the marginalised. The report encompasses both a depiction of the state of 
freshwater resources and potential problems and progress towards identified goals, 
including workable solutions.

DIVERTING THE FLOW

The book provides an overview of gender, equity and water issues relevant to South 
Asia. The essays empirically illustrate and theoretically argue how gender intersects 
with other axes of social difference such as class, caste, ethnicity, age and religion 
to shape water access, use and management practices. The book clearly shows 
how understanding and changing the use, distribution and management of water is 
conditional upon understanding and accommodating gender relations.
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GLOBALIZATION OF WATER GOVERNANCE IN SOUTH ASIA

Recent years have seen major advances in the conceptions of water governance in 
the wake of globalization. Studying the experiences of five South Asian countries 
in water governance, this volume discusses how the discourses of neoliberalism 
and integrated water resource management (IWRM) have paved the way for new 
approaches to institutional design and public service delivery, which, in turn, have 
done little to challenge the existing skewed socio-political relations that shape water 
access and equity. The book argues for innovative initiatives in equitable and gender-
sensitive water allocation and management based on a more nuanced understanding 
of local specificities, moving away from the rhetoric of change while re-imagining 
communities, gender and the rural-urban divide.

WATER GOVERNANCE AND CIVIL SOCIETY RESPONSES 
IN SOUTH ASIA

Water governance in contemporary South Asia has witnessed significant changes 
since the 1990s. The volume examines the role of the civil society, non-
governmental organizations and social movements in influencing policy objectives 
and new initiatives in the sector. It highlights how they enable marginalized sections of 
society gain access to water resources while studying the challenges and constraints 
that they encounter in their attempts at securing equity and democratization.
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ACADEMIC PAPER: AN ECOLOGICAL ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT OF 
FLOW REGIMES IN A HYDROPOWER DOMINATED RIVER BASIN: 
THE CASE OF THE LOWER ZAMBEZI RIVER, MOZAMBIQUE

The flow regime of rivers, being an integral part of aquatic ecosystems, provides many important services 
benefiting humans living in catchment areas. Past water resource developments characterized by river 
embankments and dams, however, were often dominated by one (or few) economic use(s) ofwater. This 
results in a dramatically changed flow regime negatively affecting the provision of other ecosystem services 
sustained by the river flow. This study is intended to demonstrate the value of alternative flow regimes in a 
river that is highly modified by the presence of large hydropower dams and reservoirs, explicitly accounting 
for a broad range of flow-dependent ecosystem services. In this study, we propose a holistic approach for 
conducting an ecological economic assessment of ariver’s flow regime. This integrates recent advances in the

INFORMING WATER POLICIES IN SOUTH ASIA

In the context of water security, climate vulnerabilities and increasing environmental 
degradation, water issues that are becoming more complex, and consequently pose 
new challenges for governance and management of sustainable water use. This 
volume, through critical analyses of water policies in South Asia from the perspective 
of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), discusses case studies from 
the South Asian region on gender issues in water management, water conflicts, 
groundwater management, and local weather management practices.
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INFORMATION EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNICATION (IEC) BOOKLETS 

SaciWATERs in partnership with the Government of 
Telangana (SWSM) and WaterAid produced a booklet 
on Fluorosis and Water Quality and Better Health for 
wider dissemination across rural areas.

conceptualization and classification of ecosystem services (UK NEA, 2011) with the flow regime evaluation 
technique developed by Korsgaard (2006). This integrated approach allows for a systematic comparison of 
the economic values of alternative flow regimes, including those that are considered beneficial for aquatic 
ecosystems. As an illustration, we applied this combined approach to the Lower Zambezi Basin, Mozambique. 
Empirical analysis show that even though dams are re-operated to create environmentally friendly flow 
regimes reduces hydropower benefits, the gains to goods derived from the aquatic ecosystem may offset 
the forgone hydropower benefits, thereby increasing the total economic value of river flow to society. The 
proposed integrated flow assessment approach can be a useful tool for welfare-improving decision-making in 
managing river basins.
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INSTRUCTIONAL 
VIDEO 

SaciWATERs produced 
an instructional video on 
“How to test your water-
using a field testing 
kit” in association with 
WaterAid India.

The 18 minutes 
instructional video 
explains the methods of 
using the Field Testing Kit 
and how to understand 
the quality of water by 
using the government 
supplied kit that is easily 
available across Gram 
Panchayats.
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Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Plan (MELP) document 
was prepared to ensure adequate monitoring of Cap-Net 
activities and to assist partners’ networks monitor their own 
activities.’

MONITORING, EVALUATION AND LEARNING PLAN 
(MELP) DOCUMENT 
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MONITORING, EVALUATION AND LEARNING PLAN 
(MELP) DOCUMENT 
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